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BACCALAURÉAT - SESSION 2013 - DNL SES - ANGLAIS
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

THEME : La croissance économique est-elle compatible avec la préservation de l'environnement ?
SUBJECT : SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Emissions trading scheme: European Union committee passes 'rescue' reforms
Reforms aimed at rescuing the European Union's landmark carbon-cutting mechanism, the emissions trading scheme (ETS), are back on track after attacks from business lobbyists and Conservatives.(…)The committee's decision to pass the reforms was welcomed by environmental campaigners. If the reforms pass the parliament, then some of the carbon permits destined for the emissions trading scheme market will be held back until 2019, which should restrict the over-supply of permits and raise the price of emitting carbon dioxide in the EU.
The ETS is in need of rescue because the prices of carbon permits under the scheme have plummeted*, now trading at around €5, down from average prices of over €30 in previous years. The scheme covers heavy industries and power generators, which need permits for each tonne of carbon dioxide they produce. Having to use these permits – some of which are given out for free, while the remainder are auctioned – is supposed to encourage companies to cut their emissions and invest in cleaner technologies and methods. But at such low prices, the permits make little difference. (…)
Fiona Harvey,The Guardian, 19 February 2013 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/feb/19/emissions-trading-scheme-eu-rescue-reforms
plummeted*: dropped, fallen
Global ecological footprint by component 1961-2008
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MEASURING HUMAN DEMAND

National Footprint Accounts (NFAs) track resources for each
indradal country, whichtogether make up th global Exclogical
Footprn. They ncude crops nd fh fo buman food and ober
use;timber, and gassand feedcrop for vestock.CO2 emisions
e curentythe aly vast product tacked (Fige ).

Biocapacity quantifies nature’ capacty o prodce renevable
esonroes, proade andfor ultup aress and provide wase
absorpionservies suchas carbn nptake. Bocapactyacts 5 2
cclogical benchmark agaist which he Ecclogial Footprin can
be compared. The Eclopcl Fotprat does ot direcdly ncude
e e bverer s e i o biocapacy - a ack o wter,
or polluted water, has a direct impact on the availability and state
of biocapaciy.Both th Excloical Footprint and biocapacty are
‘expressed in a common unit called a global hectare, where 1 gha
epresents  biologically productve hectare vith vorld verage.  Figure 2 Globat
producty. In 2008, the Ert's total bocapactywas 2.0 blion.  EcloielFotprint by
chs, or 1.6 b pe prson, whie bumaaiy's Ecological Footprint Syt 201208
‘was 18.2 billion gha, or 2.7 gha per person. This discrepancy the Ecological Footprint.
mesas it would ke 1.5 ears o the Eathto ullyregenerate
‘e renevable resouresthat people used i one yer.
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(Key*: Resources for each individual country which together make up the global Ecological Footprint: they include crops and fish for human food and other uses; timber and grass and feed crops for livestock. CO2 emissions are currently the only waste product tracked.)
WWF Living Planet report 2012 page 38
QUESTIONS:

1. What is sustainable development?
2. Do we have to be concerned by the Global ecological footprint? Explain.

3. How can the carbon market (“the emissions trading scheme”) be useful for sustainable development? 
4. Do other solutions exist leading to both growth and sustainable development?

*








RAPPEL

20 minutes de préparation; oral : 10 minutes sur le document et 10 minutes d’entretien


