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Wine & Grape variety Appearance Nose Palate 

Muscadet 
Melon de Bourgogne 

Pale, waterwhite, 
low viscosity, tiny bubbles 

Restrained, green apple, yeasty, neutral, no 
oak 

Sharp acidity, med %, light body, no 
oak, light sprits, med finish 

Chablis 
Chardonnay 

Pale, silver tinge, med viscosity Med, mineral, citrus, gunpowder, pebbles, 
flint, chalky, no oak 
mature» honey, peach 

Sharp acidity, med %, light to med 
body, complex minerals, focused, med 
to long length 

Saint-Véran 
Pouilly-Fuissé 
Chardonnay 

Yellow lemon, lemon tinge, med to 
high viscosity 

Med, ripe citrus, lemon, golden apple, 
earthy, no oak, ripe overall 

Crisp acidity, med high %, mineral but 
ripe, light to med body, straightforward 

Meursault 
Chardonnay 

Yellow lemon, lemon tinge, med to 
high viscosity 

Open, ripe apple, nutty, mineral, evidence 
of oak, complex 

High acidity, med high %, full bodied, 
mineral, creamy, focused, nutty, 
complex, long length 

Chardonnay 
New World 

Ripe colour, straw, high viscosity Pronounced, exotic fruits, vanilla, toffee, 
butterscotch, medicinal, obvious oak 

Med high acidity, high %, full bodied, 
ripe palate, creamy, complex, oaky, 
long length 

Chenin Blanc 
Loire 
South-Africa 

From pale to golden, high viscosity Open, Bruised apple, honey, beeswax, hay, 
mineral, no oak, complex 

High acidity, med %, med to full bodied, 
very mineral, focused, complex, long 
length, umami 

Pinot Gris 
Alsace 

Ripe colour, pink hue, high viscosity Pronounced, ripe, nuts, honey, peach, 
spicy, no oak 

Med high acidity, off-dry,  
high %, med to full body, spicy, broad, 
no oak, long length 

Pinot Grigio 
Italy 

Med to ripe colour, med viscosity Open, peach, nutty, orange rind, mineral Med high acidity, med high &, med 
body, dry, no oak 

Sancerre, Pouilly-Fumé 
Sauvignon Blanc 

Pale lemon, green tinge, med 
viscosity 

Restrained, herbaceous, lemon, mineral, 
lemongrass, elderflower no oak 

High acidity, med %, light body, 
mineral, zesty, no oak, long length 

New World Sauvignon 
New Zealand, Chile… 

Paler than Loire, high viscosity Pungent, gooseberry, grassy, asparagus tip, 
nettles, elderflower, no oak 

High acidity, med High %, med body, no 
oak,  juicy, fruit explosion 
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Wine & Grape variety Appearance Nose Palate 

Riesling 
Alsace, Germany, 
Australia 

Light to golden, med to high 
viscosity 

Open, candied citrus, lime, peach, honey, 
petrol, mineral, flowers, no oak 

High acidity, low to med %, light body, 
res sugar, mineral, creamy, no oak, long 
length 

Semillon 
Australia, Hunter 

Pale to deep colour, high viscosity Open, lanolin, beeswax, nutty, grapefruit, 
earthy, mineral, figs, no oak 

High acidity, low %, full body, very 
concentrated, no oak, complex, nutty, 
long length 

Grüner Veltliner 
Austria 

Pale to straw colour, high viscosity Open, orange peel, ginger, flowery, spicy, 
white pepper, no oak 

Med to high acidity, med high %, med 
to full body, spicy, no oak, mineral 

Gewurztraminer 
Alsace 

Lemon to gold, very high Viscosity Very aromatic, leeches, rose-petal, jasmine, 
spice, grapefruit rind, no oak 

Soft acidity, high %, res sugar, full body, 
broad, mineral, no oak 

Viognier 
Condrieu 
New World 

Medium, high viscosity Open, apricot, citrus blossom, nutty, 
melon, jasmine, no obvious oak 

Med acidity, high %, full body, ripe 
palate, rounded, no oak 

Beaujolais 
Gamay 

Medium deep, med viscosity Open, strawberry, raspberry, violet, no oak High acidity, soft T, med %, light body, 
no oak, med length 

Rhône Syrah  
Crozes-Hermitage 

Med deep to deep, med to high 
viscosity 

Open, black-pepper, smoky, meaty, dark 
berries, oak sometimes 

Med acidity, med T, med %, med body, 
light bitterness 

Rhône South Grenache 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 

Med deep, high viscosity Open, plums, damson, black-berry, 
mulberry, leather, cocoa, oak 

Soft acidity, soft T, high %, full body, 
spicy, chocolaty, oak 

Bordeaux right bank 
Merlot dominated 

Deep, med to high viscosity Open, earthy, undergrowth, plumy, 
blueberry, vanilla, cinnamon, green-
pepper, cloves, oak, complex 

Med acidity, dry T, med high %, med to 
full body, complex, savoury, long length 

Bordeaux left bank 
Cabernet dominated 

Deep, med to high viscosity Restrained, cedar, blackcurrant, vanilla, 
pencil shavings, cigar box, oak, complex 

Med acidity, dry T, med %, med to full 
bodied, more austere, complex, long 
length 
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Rioja traditional 
Tempranillo blend 

Med, mature, high viscosity Open, vanilla, chocolate, plums, 
strawberry, American oak, spicy, 
mushroom, earthy 

Med to high acidity, soft T, med high %, 
med body, sweet fruit 

Ribera del Duero, 
Modern Rioja, Tempranillo 

Deep, high viscosity Open, meaty, spicy, cherries, cocoa, earthy, 
prunes, vanilla, oak 

Med acidity, firm T, high %, full body, 
spicy, oak, broad 

Barolo, Barbaresco 
Nebbiolo 

Med deep, orangey rim, high 
viscosity 

Open, dried flowers, raisins, prunes, figs, 
tar, smoke, oak 

High acidity, firm T, med high %, full 
body, unforgiving, earthy, complex 

Valpolicella Amarone 
Corvina blend 

Deep purple, very high viscosity Open, raisin, cassis liqueur, black-cherry 
preserve, cooked fruit, oak 

Med high acidity, soft T, very high %, 
full body, raisins, oak 

Zinfandel 
California 

Med deep, high viscosity Open, jammy red fruit, figs, chocolate, 
obvious oak 

Med acidity, soft T, high %, full body, 
sweet rounded palate, oak 

Cabernet Sauvignon 
New World 

Deep, high viscosity Open, ripe blackcurrant, cassis, vanilla, 
mint, cocoa, eucalyptus, spice, new oak 

Med acidity, firm T, high %, full body, 
ripe, square, oak, long length 

Merlot 
Chile, California 

Deep, high viscosity Open, chocolate, mulberry, mint, vegetal, 
new oak 

Med acidity, ripe T, high %, full body, 
velvety texture, ripe, oak 

Pinotage 
South Africa 

Med deep, med high viscosity Open, mulberry, edge, nail varnish, pear-
drop, green coffee, oak 

Med high acidity, med T, med %, med 
to full body, bitter red fruit 

Malbec 
Argentina 

Deep, high viscosity Open, dusty, liquorice, dark fruit, violet, 
oak 

Med high acidity, firm T, high %, full 
body, ripe spicy, oak 

Pinot Noir 
Burgundy 
New World 

Med, med high viscosity Open, strawberry, red cherry, 
undergrowth, vegetal, damson, farmyard, 
mushroom, oak 

High acidity, soft to med T, med to med 
high %, medium body, smooth, 
rounded, old oak 

Shiraz 
Australia 

Deep, very high viscosity Open, black-berry, tar, liquorice, coffee, 
spicy, black-pepper, chocolate, new oak 

Med acidity, med T, high %, full body, 
jammy, ripe, bitter, new oak 

 


